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Let him that thinketh he standeth take} earth, who called the Sanhedrim together and 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. x. 12). One of the | found the Saviour guilty. The devil took Ju- 
greatest snares that can come to us is spiritual | das, one of His own disciples, to betray Him, 
pride. A good deal better men and women | and another of them to deny Him. My prayer 
than are here have fallen. Look through has been that God would smite me with death 
the Bible, and see how men of God have) rather than let me fall into sin, and lose my 
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young converts from falling, is the pray-|the face of the earth to be pitied, they are 
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ing your mouth; and if he does not succeed | 
in that, he does all he can to blacken your | 
character. A man said to me the other day, | 
that no sooner did God declare that He was | 
— with all that He had made, than | 

atan came and tempted Adam, and pulled 
him down. I believe he has taken many a/| 
soul to a high pinnacle and then pushed them | 
down. He likes them to be lifted up and be- 
come dizzy, so that they may come down | 
tumbling, and bring the cause of Christ into 
disrepute. May God keep you looking to 


Jesus, and pressing towards Him. 


eo 


Selected for Friends’ Review. 


WHY DO THE FRIENDS MEET IN SI- 
LENCE WITHOUT ANY PREARRANGED 
SERVICE? 

Because they believe that by assembling in 
silence the most favorable opportunity is af- 
forded for that direct personal communion with 
God which is the substance of all true wor- 
ship. Public worship can only be performed 
by an assemblage of individual poe, om 
and just in ee to the spiritual ac- 

uaintance of each with our ever-living Re- 
eemer will be the life and vigor of the whole 
congregation. 

If, under a sense of our need, we truly draw 
near to God in spirit, He will also draw near 
unto us. By His Holy spirit He will en- 
lighten us to see our true state, and give us to 
feel our need of pardoning mercy ; or, if we 





or old, male or female ;—if the call to it be 
of God. And, seeing that the spiritual con- 
dition and capacity of the persons constituting 
a religious assembly, are widely varied, so 
that the sermon of a single individual may 
not be applicable to the state of every hearer 
alike, the Society of Friends object to the 
practice of limiting ministerial labor to one 
person in the congregation; believing that 
this custom not only involves an unscriptural 
limitation of Gospel liberty, but materially 
interferes with the well-being of the flock. 

The Apostle Paul says, “Ye may all 
prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and 
all may becomforted.” And if no voice break 
the outward silence, yet is the great Head of 
the Church ever near to the true worshipper 
own and bless him. 


+o___———- 


Tue Suez Canav through the develop- 
ment of its traffic, has been placed upon a 
paying basis—that is, its income for last year 
was larger than the expenditure. M. De 
Lesseps states that in 1874 the actual expen- 
diture was $3,500,000, whilst the income was 
$5,260,000. The canal is kept in a good 
navigable condition, but no improvements or 
Loveliite are introduced, there being much 
economy exercised in the expenditure. The 
traffic through it is being constantly in- 
creased, and in addition to the greater num- 
ber of vessels that pass through, the most of 
them are of larger size than formerly. The 


have already found forgiveness through faith |income of the canal depends upon topnage 
in the Saviour’s blood, He will, as we keep | dues, and as these are paid upon registered 
near unto Him, sanctify our hearts, renew our | tonnage, the difference between the official 
strength, and enable us more and more to|and actual tonnage of the vessel makes a 
serve and honor Him. great difference in the receipts. M. de Les 

The Society of Friends highly value the|seps says that the vessels passing through are 
preaching of the Gospel when under Divine | often freighted to double their official or reg- 
anointing; they regard it as one of the most |istered tonnage, and he would like to have 
influential of the appointed means for com- | the system changed, so that the canal might 


municating the knowledge of Gospel trath ; | 
and they rejoice when they are called by | 
Christ, and anointed by His Spirit to pro-| 
claim it and stir up the people to repent- | 
ance, faith, and good works, or to offer vocal | 
prayer and praise. But believing that minis- | 
try ought not to be engaged in without the| 
fresh putting forth of the Holy Spirit, whose | 
power alone can seal divine truth upon the| 
hearts of the hearers, they do not feel at lib-| 
erty to plan beforehand what they will speak, 
or who shall speak in the congregation ; but 
endeavor, in silence, to wait upon God, seek- 
ing for a sense of His presence, and for that | 
ability which He alone can give, rightly to 
minister to the wants of the assembly. 

The call and appointment of ministers are 





the prerogatives of God—not of man; and 
the work of the ministry may therefore be 
entered into by learned or unlearned, young 


collect dues by a more equitable method. 


DANGERS TO FRIENDS’ MINISTRY. 


The view maintained by our denomination 
respecting the nature of the ministry, is 80 
exalted, that it must needs have provoked 
inquiry among members of other sects, as 
well as among such of our own as are desirous 
of being able to give a reason for the hope 
that is in them on this as well as on_other 
points of doctrine. All pretensions to Divine 
illumination must be well supported before 
an unbelieving world; and of those to whom 
it is given, it will be required that they do 
not bring so important a truth into discredit, 
and so weaken the efficiency of their trust. 
But if, on the other hand, it be the fact that 
human instruments are to be permitted by 
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| 
our Society to sow the seed of the kingdom in | are now noticed not in a captious spirit, but with 
accordance with their best judgments only, | the object of holding up to view facts which are 
some modification of doctrinal statement will | often more obvious to those outside of the 
be necessary in order that it accord with such | Society than to those within, whose sense of 
practice. For it is obvious that the supposi- | discrimination may have become somewhat 
tion, common in some parts of our Society,|obtuse through constant familiarity with 
that our ministers actually speak only as | them. 
they are moved of the Holy Ghost, is caleu-| There have been times when a gift of pro- 
lated to give them an authority not seen in | phecy, in the sense of foretelling future events, 
any other body of Christians, but to place in | has been regarded as the highest endowment 
their hands a hierarchical power similar to | of a minister of the Society of Friends. Or 
that believed by the Catholics to reside in the |if examples of this gift were not observed, 
bearer of the keys of St. Peter. ‘supernatural direction to persons and places 
No better guide to the functions of the | for special ends, have been recited in support 
Christian minister can be found than the lan-|of the doctrine of ministerial inspiration. 
guage used by the Lord Jesus when He com- | Now, if we examine the events of this kind 
missioned His disciples: “ Thus it is written, which transpired in connection with the min- 
and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to | istry of our Lord and his apostles, it is evi- 
rise from the dead the third day; and that | dent that they were all secondary and subser- 
repentance and remission of sins should be| vient to the main object, the preaching of the 
preached in His name among al! nations, be- | Gospel as above defined. Among a people 
ginning at Jerusalem; and ye are witnesses |subject to many rulers, spiritual and civil, 
of these things.” (Luke xxiv. 46.) And /|and unaccustomed to free aud exact thought, 
(Matt. xxviii. 19), “Go ye therefore into all |some attestation of the authority of the teach- 
nations, . . . teaching them to observe all | ers of new doctrines will be more convincing 
things I have commanded you ; and lo, I am | than the inherent excellence of the doctrines 
with you alway, even unto the end of the|themselves. But among people of a higher 
world.” The preaching is here confined to | religious culture, doctrines will stand or fall 
the teaching of Christian morality, and to the |on their own merits. Nevertheless we have 
offer of reconciliation to God by repentance | seen in our midst a disposition to regard the 
and the remission of sins. And the latter is |supposed powers of the minister rather than 
the more distinctively Christian dispensation |the doctrine he preaches; and thus may be 
of the two; for there is no doubt but that | accounted for a part of the obscurity in re- 
morality as elevated as that of the Sermon on | spect to the true nature of Christ’s Gospel, 
the Mount had been inculcated at earlier | which has prevailed, and still does prevail, in 
oe of the world’s history, although not | some parts of our Society. 
y the Jewish law.* But it was in some in-| As if to warn us against continuing in this 
stances associated with error, and in no case | error, we have had to witness the spectacie of 
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was it accompanied with an announcement 
of the free gift of imputed righteousness, 
without which as a preliminary, actual right- 
eousness is impossible. For, however ele- 
vated the moral standard of a man may be, 
all attempts to carry it into practice are vain, 
unless there be some motive stronger than the 
love of self. And that can only be found in 
a deeper love, founded in a sense of gratitude 
for unspeakable favors. 

If these things be true, the guidance the 
minister most requires is in special applica- 
tions of truth, and in respect to times and 
places. And here it is that opportunity oc- 
curs for him to show himself “a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed,” or to mar 
or defeat the object of his highest calling by 
permitting the sway of human imperfections. 
To those who bave observed ministerial ser- 
vices in the various bodies professing Friends’ 
views on this subject, a number of difficulties 
have presented themselves, some of which it is 
of importance to remove or correct. And they 


_—— 


*This is questioned by some excellent authority. —{Ed. 
Friends’ Review. 


our Society dividing into two, three, and even 
‘more numerous bodies, whose ministers are 
| supposed to possess a guidance more than hu- 
man in the witnessing for truth. And this 
view is not impugned excepting in cases 
where their communications have been of a 
directly contradictory character ; where Scrip- 
ture is appealed to agaivst Scripture, and 
texts found to possess a significance directly 
| appropriate to the needs of the party espoused 
by the speaker. All this and much more 
have been seen by the present generation, and 
the effect of the experience has been to loosen 
the hold of some of our most important doc- 
| trines on the minds of many. 


| The same evil appears in another form in 


sermons preached against some supposed de- 
viation from right, indulged by members of a 
congregation. When such deviation consists 


|in the indulgence of views differing in some 
unimportant details from that of the speaker, 
|a doubt at once arises as to his authority ; and 
\this doubt becomes certainty, when, as is 
sometimes the case, the deviation exists only 


in the minister’s imagination. But let the 
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services be ever so appropriate, doubt cannot | diminished in the eyes of thoughtful people, 
be excluded if it is known that the minister | because it is expressed in modern language. 
has had every opportunity of acquiring in-| But, on the other hand, there is good reason 
formation in the matter through usual chan-| for doubting the claim of higher guidance on 
nels. On the other hand, the mouths ofthe part of him whose use of Scripture has no 
cavillers are stopped when a true case is| distinct application, or whose words are capa- 








reached by a stranger, whose knowledge of! 
fa meeting must be of the | 


the circumstances o 
most limited or general character. 


ble of more than one interpretation. 
It is generally easier to pull down than to 


build; so these remarks may be closed with a 


But the most destructive form of this error | reference to what appears to the writer to he 


is, perhaps, that of speaking to particular | 


persons under a mistaken impression of spe- 
tion 


mistakes are made, the effect on the hearer is 
the reverse of what the preacher of the Gos- 

el would desire. In a weak mind the result 
is depressing confusion ; in a strong mind, a 
rejection of the message, and with it loss of 
respect for its author. As in the previous 
case, the certainty that the minister has no 
knowledge of the circumstances of the hearer, | 
and no partisan prejudices to distort the 
vision, will go a great way in ensuring the 
reception and consideration of the communi- | 
cation. 

The liability to the above difficulties is 
such as to render very obvious, in the writer’s | 
view, the importance of maintaining the offices | 
of minister and overseer entirely distinct from | 
each other. Their union in the same person | 
would appear to involve a necessary embar- | 
rassment. 

As mankind have become enlightened, they 
have attained to more elevated views of the) 
nature of Deity. At the first He was con-| 
ceived as exhibiting human passions, and ex- | 
ercising an arbitrary rule. Now, thoughtful | 
persons discard the idea of exceptional or'| 
violent proceedings apart from natural causes, | 
believing that He has “no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth,” but that His ways 
are equal, although ours be unequal. (Ezek. 
xviii.) Hence the great care requisite in 
attributing disasters to the indignation of 
God, and in holding them up as other than 
the natural warnings with which the history 
of every day abounds, that we do not lay u 
our chief treasures upon earth. Still less | 
justifiable is it to denounce, or what is much 
more common, to intimate, that judgments | 
are prepared for persons addressed, unless) 
under the most unmistakable illumination. | 
“Think ye that they upon whom the tower | 
of Siloam fell,” &c. 

It may also be said that any communica- | 
tion, whethér human in its origin or possess- | 
ing a higher authority, is useful in proportion | 
to the clearness in its statement. Direct and | 


| 





cial wren: The object of the communica- | 
ing but one, the chance of error, hu- | 
manly speaking, is increased, and when| 


the best protection against the difficulties in 
the realization in practice of the doctrine 
justly maintained by our denomination. It 
is evident that a clear perception of the na- 
ture of the Christian Gospel is the first re- 
quisite; and that in obtaining this knowledge 


two sources are open to us. One of these is 


found in the records of the preaching of 
Christ and the apostles; the other is a con- 
sideration of the dealings of Divine power 
with our own souls. Neither of these sources 


of light is intended to supersede the other, and 


both must be interpreted by sound reason and 
common sense. E. D.C. 


— —~. ome 


FREEDMEN IN GEORGIA. 

Charles Nordhoff, in a recent letter written 
from Atlanta, in Georgia, says that the num- 
ber of colored polls for that State in 1874 
amounted to 83,318; that the number thus 
returned showed an aggregate value of taxa- 
ble property equal to $6,157,798, on which 
$30,788 were paid in taxes; that these colored 
persons owned in fee simple 338,769 acres of 
agricultural lands, and that their city and 
town property amounted to $1,200,115. These 
figures, in view of the circumstances, are most 
remarkable. It is scarce ten years since 
nearly all these persons were slaves, owning 


| nothing, not even the clothes they stood in, or 


their own bodies, as against the legal rights of 
their masters. They were ignorant and de- 
graded, acquainted only with the ruder indus- 
tries of life, and without any habits of eco- 
nomical thrift. And yet, under freedom and 
with its inspiration and motives, they have, 
besides supporting themselves, achieved these 
results in the way of accumulated capital in 
hardly a decade; and that, too, notwithstand- 
ing the great disadvantages of their situation. 
This certainly tells well for the colored peo- 
ple of Georgia; and it shows, moreover, that 
the State, though for the most of the time in 
Democratic hands, has protected the property 
rights of the colored people.-—Jndependent. 


OS 


Durine the past winter attention was di- 
rected in Norway to the falling of dust from 





simple English is better in some cases than the atmosphere, which at first was supposed 
the figurative language of the Old Testament; |to be of meteoric origin; but Professor 
and the authority of a sermon will not be| Kjerulf decided that it was more likely to 
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have been disseminated from some active vol- 
cano. The precise source was unknown; but 
from the direction of the wind, and the known 
conditions, it was suspected that some volcano 
in Iceland was concerned. This surmise has 
been confirmed by the more recent advices 
from that country, which report a very re- 
markable series of volcanic phenomena, first | 
commenced by earthquakes, then followed by 
an eruption accompanied by dust and ashes. 
On March 29 the fall of the ashes was so ex- | 
cessive that it covered the eastern country- 
sides, Jikuldal especially. with a coat six 
inches in thickness, and all that day, although 
it was bright and sunny, the people were in 
absolute “pitch” darkness. Fountains and 
rivulets were dammed by the ashes, and every 
mountain stream ran dark and muddy between | 
banks covered with drifts of ashes. The far- 
mers fled out of the ash-covered country-sides | 
with their cattle, in search of pastures not yet 
destroyed by the scorie, but with what chance 
of saving their live stock does not appear. 
There is no calculating the extent of this 
calamity, nor its effect upon the habitable 
portions of Iceland, although from present 
appearances it threatens to be extremely | 
wide-spread. 


— amen 


From The Public Ledger. | 
WEATHER PROBABILITIES—U. 8. SIGNAL | 
SERVICE. 





Concluded from page 182 ) | 

The anemometer measures the velocity of 
the wind by means of four “ velocity cups,” 
set horizontally upon a spindle, and which 
revolve faster or slower according to the ra- 
pidity of the wind. The spindle runs down’ 
into a little box containing clock-work, which 
is set in motion by the revolutions of the 
spindle. The hand upon the face of the dial 
revolves once for every mile the wind blows, 
and at each revolution it comes into contact 
with a steel point in the side of the case. 
When this contact is made an electrical cur- 
rent is established which passes down by 
wires to an electro-magnet in the office below. 
A pencil point is fastened to the armature of 
the magnet, and this rests upon a strip of 
paper fixed upon a revolving drum, which 
runs at a known speed, the paper is marked 
off into spaces representing five minutes each, 
and every time the contact is made above, 
the armature is drawn up to the magnet, 
and a stroke marked by the pencil point 
upon the paper for every mile the wind 
travels. Of course by counting the number 
of these strokes between the two heavy 
agar marks representing on the paper one 

our of time, it will be seen exactly how far 
the wind has travelled within an hour. 
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The wind vane can be seen upon almost 
every steeple and ae in the city. The 
one in use at the signal station turns a hand 
upon a dial having the points of the compass 
marked upon it, placed in the instrument 
shelter, and which shows the direction of the 
wind exactly. 

The rain gauge consists of a straight cop- 
per tube, circular in form, having at the top 
a funnel with an area ten times the area of 
the bottom of the tube. This is exposed in 
the middle of the roof of the Chamber of 
Commerce. When the rain falls it is caught 
in the funnel and falls to the bottom of the 
tube. It is measured at the end of each 
twenty-four hours, and if an inch of water 
is found in the tube, it indicates that there 
has been a rainfall equal to one-tenth of an 
inch. 

The maximum thermometer is used to 
mark the maximum temperature in 24 hours. 
It is a common mercurial thermometer, the 
bore of the tube of which is contracted for a 
very short space near the bulb to an extreme- 
ly minute diameter, the tube being larger 
on each side of this contraction. The ther- 
mometer lies horizontally, and as the tem- 
perature rises and the mercury expands, it is 
forced. through the minute opening and 
pee along the tube until it marks the 

ighest temperature reached during the day. 
When the temperature falls the mercury in 
the bulb contracts, and the column of mer- 
cury lying in the horizontal tube breaks off 
at the point of contraction, and that portion 
below it sinks toward the bulb, while the 
column above the contraction lies in the 
position to which it has been forced by the 
high temperature and remains there until the 
instrument is read by the observer, when the 
mercury is forced back past the contracted 
point in the tube by whirling the instrument 
around, the centrifugal force thus exerted ac- 
complishing that end. 

The minimum thermometer is a spirit 
thermometer, which lies horizontally, into the 
bore of the tube of which is inserted a deli- 
cate index of enamel, which does not quite fill 
the bore. As the temperature rises the spirit 
passes around the index without moving it, 
but as the temperature falls, when the head of 
the column of spirit reaches the index, the 
attraction of cohesion causes the index to 
move back with the spirit and to stop at the 
lowest point reached by the thermometer. 
The maximum and minimum thermometers 
are read once in 24 hours. 


THE DAILY OBSERVATIONS, 


There are seven observations taken daily, 
viz: Local observations, which are not tele- 
graphed to Washington, at 7 A. M., 2 P. M., 
and 9 p. m., local time. Telegraphic observa- 
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tions at 7.35 a.m., 4.35 rp. m., and 11 Pp. M.,| propriation for this year is only $480,000 for 
Washington time, and an observation at noon, | all the expenses of the department, and if 
Washington time, which is telegraphed to | the system of cautionary signals was to be the 
Washington whenever the barometer falls 15-| means of saving but one ship in a year, or if 
100 of an inch or more. The telegraphic ob- | at each of the post-offices to which the proba- 
servations are taken at the same absolute| bilities are mailed, one ton of hay is saved 
moment of time, the observers at all the sta-| from approaching rain and consequent ruin, 


tions receiving the Washington time daily by | the entire expenses would be saved to the 


telegraph, from the central office. The re | 
sults of the observations are at once tele-| 
graphed to Washington, where the probabili- 
ties are calculated, and immediately tele- 
graphed to the various stations. Experience 
has shown that of these probabilities as issued, | 
75 to 90 per cent. are verified. In December 
last 94 per cent. of the predictions of the ser- 
vice proved true, and in June last 874 per 
cent. 

CAUTIONARY SIGNALS. | 

The cautionary signal is a red flag with a 
black centre by day, and a red light by | 
night, and is displayed when the information | 
in the possession of the office leads to the| 
belief that dangerous winds are approaching. 
It is shown from the tops of high buildings, | 
flag-poles, light-houses, life-saving stations, | 
and other points where it is most apt to be| 
seen by those most interested. 

Weather maps and “ farmers’ bulletins 
containing a synopsis of the observations for | 
the past 24 hours and the probabilities for the 
coming 24 hours, are printed and issued in 
Washington, New York, Philadelphia, Cin- 
cinnati, Chicago and St. Louis. The “ farm- 
ers’ bulletin” is printed and issued in several 
other places. 

The weather maps are distributed and 
posted throughout the cities in places where | 
it is supposed they will do the most good, and 
the farmers’ bulletins are sent by mail to the 
post-offices throughout the country. The| 
weather map shows the direction of the wind, | 
state of the weather, thermometer, barometer, 
and velocity of the wind at every station in | 
the United States at the 11 o’clock Pp. mM. ob- 
servation. They are issued daily at 1 o’clock | 
in the morning from the various printing | 
stations. In Philadelphia, 210 maps and 72] 
farmers’ bulletins are issued daily. The maps 
are distributed in the city by the Board of 
Marine Underwriters. The bulletins are 
mailed to the various post-offices in this dis- 
trict of country. 

Philadelphia is one of the most important 
of the offices of the service, being situated 
directly on the line of the Government tele-| 
graph communicating with the most danger- 
ous portions of the Atlantic coast. 

The service has already accomplished won- 
ders, but its value will, no doubt, constantly 
improve as the observers and officers gain ex- 
perience. The principal difficulty it has to 
contend with is the want of money. The ap- 


| 





nation. The observers, who hold the rank of 
sergeants, are paid but a small salary, and 
the assistants still less. The observer must be 
a man of superior intelligence and education, 
of gentlemanly and attractive address, and 
able, in order to make the service useful, to 
place himself in constant contact with busi- 
ness men and associations. He must under- 
stand the Morse system of telegraphy, and be 
able to send and receive his own despatches, 
and he has no hope of promotion. The con- 
sequence is that generally the observer only 
remains in the service until he can obtain 
employment which will pay him better in 
proportion to his abilities, and just as he ob- 
tains enough experience in the service to be 
valuable as a skilled meteorologist, he leaves 
to take a place that will pay him better. If 
the pay were high enough to induce these gen- 
tlemen to consider their positioas permanent, 
of course they would be more diligent and 
earnest in the work, and the service would be 
correspondingly improved. 


From The American Missionary. 


NEGRO PIETY—HASTY GENERALIZA- 
TION. 


The reports in regard to the piety of the 
negroes in the South are so varied and even 
contradictory that many persons at the North 


know not what to believe. We think the 
solution is easy. Each statement is probably 
true of the locality or the individuals spoken 
of, and the only trouble is in hasty general- 
izations. Let us illustrate the point. One 
person describes the physical aspects of the 
South as mountainous, rich in timber, ore and 
coal, with fei tile vales and sparkling streams ; 
another, as a vast stretch of level, thin land, 
covered with sand and pine; a third, as hav- 
ing a rich, deep, inexhaustible soil, that will 
“make” the best corn and cotton crops in 
the world. Now each tells the truth as to the 
locality he describes—no one tells the truth 
as to the whole South. Again, speaking of 
the white people in the South, one says they 
are getting rich; another that *they are be- 
coming poorer; another that they accept the 
situation ; another that they are as bitter and 
rebellious as ever. Now each and none of 
these writers tells the truth ; each tells a part, 
none tells the whole. So in regard to the 
piety of the negro. On the one hand they 
are pious, thankful, spiritual—with a richer 
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experience in faith, hope and love, and a 

deeper insight into divine things than falls to 

the lot of most people; and on the other hand 

they are superstitious, excitable, and immoral, 

addicted to lying, theft, intemperance and 

licentiousness. Both statements are true of 
some, neither is true of all. As we said be-| 
fore, the mischief is in the hasty generaliza-| 
tion. We have been so impressed with this| 
fact that we have often grouped the statements | 
made in the “ American Missionary” under) 
headings like these, “ Progress and Hin- 

dranees,’ “ Light and Shade,” and frequently 

when we have received a communication from 

the South giving a very bright or a very dark 

view of things we have withheld it from pub-| 
lication until we could accompany it with| 
a statement of the other character. We have)| 
tried to hold up before the North a well bal-| 
anced scale-beam. 

There are many reasons for this great diver- 
sity in negro piety. The people recently from| 
Africa are more superstitious than those who 
have lived for generations in this country. 
Those on the plantations are less cultured 
than those in the cities. S»me had religious 
instruction, of which others were entirely des- 
titute, and finally, there are all those known 
and unknown influences which go to make up, 
among them, as among us, the peculiarities 


which render sweeping generalization always 
uneafe and misleading. 


——- om — 


One of the greatest feats of an Arab hun- 
ter is to capture an ostrich. Being shy and 
cautious, and living on the sandy plains, 
where there is little chance to take it by sur-| 
prise, it can only be captured by a well-plan- 
ned and long continued pursuit with the 
swiftest horses. The ostrich has two curious 
habits in running when alarmed. It always 
starts off with outspread wings, against the 
wind, so that it can scent the approach of an 
enemy. Its sense of smell is so keen that it 
can detect a person at a great distance, long 
before one can be seen. The other curious 
habit is that of running in a circle. Usually 
five or six ostriches are found in a company. 
When discovered, part of the hunters, mount: 
ed on fleet horses, will pursue the birds, while 
the other hunters will gallop away at right 
angles to the course the ostriches have taken. 
When these hunters think they have gone far 
enough to cross the path the birds will be 
likely to take, they watch upon some rise of 
ground for their approach. If the hunters 
hit the right place and see the ostriches, they 
at once start in pursuit with fresh horses, and 
sometimes they overtake one or two of the 
birds, but often two or three of the fleet 


horses fall, completely tired out with so sharp 
& chase. 
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BRIEF NOTES. 

The Japanese Government has abolished tor- 
ture as a means of extorting evidence, and of 
punishment. 

The Roman Catholics show, by latest sta- 
tistics, 25 bishops, 1735 priests, 1,476,186 con- 
verts, 1134 schools, and 48,014 pupils in 
India. 

Dr. Bliss writes that the Turkish Govern- 
ment has at last granted the long-delayed per- 
mission to print the Turkish Bib‘e in Arabic, 
“and also the insertion upon the title-page of 
a statement to the effect that this authoriza- 
tion has been given, so that nobody can stop 
its sale in the empire.” 

George Smith has been directed by the 
trustees of the British Museum to resume his 
excavations at Nineveh, and he expects to 
start for the East early next month. His 
new book on the “Chaldean Account of 
Genesis,” which contains his recent discov- 
eries, is now in the press, and will shortly be 
published. 

Jacob Hishmeh, on behalf of the’Friends, 
sold recently, within sixty days, 5036 copies 
of Russian, Weleaies, Greek, Armenian, and 
Arabic tracts at Jerusalem. The Coptic pil- 
grims, who last year would not take one, have 
freely bought copies of the Sermon on the 
Mount, of the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, &c. 

Egypt is opening in a most remarkable 
manner to the Gospel. Calls for missionary 
labor come from all directions, and the mis- 
sionaries are greatly overworked. The Coptic 
converts are exceedingly active and success- 
ful. Eight candidates from the Theological 
Seminary were recently licensed, and one na- 
tive pastor has been appointed. A new and 
more literal version of the Psalms is passing 
through the press. The schools are doing a 
great work. They have, in all, 1170 pupils, 
of whom 642 are males, and 528 females. It 
is expected that these successful labors among 
the Copts will produce a powerful effect on 
the Mohammedans, who are not altogether 
inaccessible, and some of whom are already 
feeling the influence of the Gospel. Egypt 
will be redeemed. 

Since the compulsory bonfire of Bibles and 
religious books at Osiout, Upper Egypt, in 
1867, 16,731 Bibles and religious and educa- 
tional works have been sold in that territory. 

Liberty in Spain.—A decree of Don Carlos 
has been published, showing what might be 
expected if this tool of the Pope ever reached 
the throne of Spain. This document enacts 
that any attempt to abolish or change the 
Roman Catholic religion in Spain shall be 
punished by temporary imprisonment or per- 
petual banishment. “Any person celebrating 
public worship not of the Roman Catholic 
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Apostolic religion shall be punished by tem-|lamation of the Gospel of Christ, with His 
orary banishment.” Those who profane | invitation and persuasion to all: these consti- 
images would receive a long term of impris- tute the bulk of the matter of most sound 
onment.— The Christian. en? : : 
|ministry. Yet, since we can, unaided, know 


—SEEEE=e— = |80 little of each other’s mental and moral or 
FRIENDS’ REVIEW. | spiritual conditions, it is fully in accordance 
de —_ : ‘with our Saviour’s promises, that His Spirit 
should help, in the work of preaching, those 
whom He calls thereto. Not only is this the 
Gurpance.—We have received from cor-| case with those especially set apart for public 
respondents two communications for our pres- | service ; but, also, guidance and aid are given 
ent number, one original and the other se-|to those who, with faith and patience, seek 
lected, referring to the ministry of the Gospel. | therefor, in the humbler work of private 
With other subjects belonging to “church | counsel, or in the occasional bearing of par- 
principles,” this has been afresh reviewed of| ticular messages to others. All this is ac- 
late, amongst the members of the Society of knowledged now, by a great many servants of 
Friends. Our hope is, that not many of our|God, outside of the Society of Friends, in 
members, on either side of the ocean, are | various denominational connections. 
ready to give up what we regard as a “foun-| “Without Me ye can do nothing.” With 
dation stone” of primitive Christianity :| Christ, all things are possible. Permission as 
namely, that all true ministers of the Gospel | well as commandment, the liberty of the 
are called of God, and should be qualified and | Spirit, as well as the “ woe is me if I preach 
led by the Holy Spirit in all their service.| not the Gospel,” make up the varied experi- 
We believe that those who accept this princi- | ence of qualified and devoted ministers. Such 
ple, and who, being called, are faithful, are) may often be at ease in their gifts, as those 
guided, day by day and hour by hour, in| who are serving not of constraint, but will- 
their work. Not left to their own best judg-|ingly. Yet there is much aptness in the 
ment only; but helped, directed, and fur-| words, however capable of abuse, which are 
nished with spiritual knowledge, whereby | often employed amongst Friends: “in the 
they may aid and bless others; and, more-| life” Preaching in the life is blessed ; other 
over, the power of the Spirit attends their | speaking may seem to be, but is not, except 
ministry, whether it be for evangelization or | only as God uses all things to “ work together 
for the edification of the church. for good,” through His over-ruling power. 
It is true that mistakes are often made con-| Better far is silence than mere words, even 
cerning this guidance. Miracles are not| though they be very musical, learned or elo- 
wrought superfluously, to supersede the action | quent. Enforced silence on the one hand, 
of our natural faculties ; which, also, aré, as | and on the other preaching or vocal supplica- 
a part of our nature, the created work of) tion made compulsory by usage and expecta- 
God. Bible study is a duty of the preacher; | tion, are both, when they exist or occur, evils 
“that the man of God may be thoroughly fur- | in the church. 
nished.” Often a message is given,a prompt-| It is not well (as already said), when it can 
ing of the Spirit is felt, yet the minister is| be avoided, to claim the Divine authority for 
allowed to use his own judgment and natural | particular religious utterances; but it is well 
capacity as to the manner of its conveyance | to seek it; or, rather, to seek to be found in 
to others. Prophecy is rare, though it is| the place which God would appoint; whether 
sometimes, now as of old, vouchsafed. Claims | this be of silence or of service. It is, also, 
to it should be withheld, as far as duty will | of very great importance to maintain the 
possibly allow; and, when asserted, it is| principle of dependence, in ministry, alto- 
right, for truth’s sake, and for the cause of| gether upon God; as to whom He will send, 
the Gospel, that its evidence should be very | and when, and where, and what shall be the 
carefully weighed. Teaching, appropriate to | message which He will give to be delivered to 
the states and needs of hearers, and the proe-| the church or to the world. 
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Liserta.—By cable dispatches information | 
has been received in regard to an armed con- 
flict now going on between the State of Libe- | 
ria and some of the adjacent native African | 
tribes. The origin of the trouble is not dis- 
tinctly made known; but it seems probable | 
that it is connected with jealousy between the | 
Liberians and their neighbors of the interior, 
concerning trade with foreigners. The sug- 
gestion has been made that some English | 
merchants have fostered this jealousy, in order 
to obtain advantage for themselves. It is 
said that the hostile natives have been sup- 
plied with European arms and appliances for 
war ; so that, with larger uumbers, they may | 
quite possibly overcome and make conquest 
of the colony of Liberia, abolishing its present 
government and threatening it with a renewal | 
of barbarism. 

All civilized nations will, we should think, 
lament such a failure, if it occur, of this effort 
to introduce advanced institutions and culture 
into Africa. But such a danger must always 
attend armed colonization. Though not, prob- 
ably, inclined to violence or injustice, the! 
Christian ground of peace has been, as usual 


with governments, new and old, ignored by 


this youthful nation. A sad fulfilment in-| 
deed will it furnish, if it should now be sub-| 
jugated or destroyed, of the words, “They | 
that take the sword shall perish with the| 
sword.” The immediate end of the present | 
conflict, however, cannot now be anticipated | 
with certainty. 

OnI0 YEARLY MEETING. —We add to ou. pre- | 


vious account some particulars from the printed | 
Minutes. 


“A certificate, prepared by our Meeting for 
Ministers and Elders, for Eli and Abarilla Cow- 
gill, ministers of the Gospel of Christ, expressive 
of our unity and sympathy with them in their | 
proposed religious service in Great Britain and 
lreland, for which they have been liberated by 
their Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, was read 
and the sympathy and unity of many Friends 
expressed therewith.” 


The following is an extract from the Report of 


the Committee on Education and First-day 
Schools : 


“The reports from the different Quarters show 
an increased interest in our Scripture school 
work, Though the number of schools is the 
same, the statistics show an increase of 99 above 
the enrolment of last year, and of 70 in the av- | 
trage attendance. Schools, 26; time of continu- 
ance average 10 months; number enrolled, 
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1,716; average attendance, 1,056; adult attend- 
ance, 630; officers, 205; number of members 
attending, 1,112. We notice, however, a de- 
crease of 8 in the adult attendance since last 
year. We feel this to be a source of regret, for 
we greatly need the force of their example and 
the strength of their presence, and we shall re- 
joice when the entire membership of the church 
shall be enrolled as members of our schools. 

“According to the recommendations of the 
Yearly Meeting, Quarterly or Monthly Confer- 
ences have been held in all the Quarters except 
Short Creek, with good effect, and those where 
the most attention has been given to them con- 
sider these Conferences of great importance in 
creating and sustaining an interest in the work, 
and also a source of much valuable information 
and practical suggestion to teachers, and we 
recommend that, as far as possible, such Confer- 
ences should be continued, and that we should 
aim at thorough and permanent organization ; 
and while we recommend these things and say 
to you again this is the church at school, Friends, 
et us remember that the pupils of to-day are to 
be the teachers of the future; and that the seed 
we sow will bear fruit after its kind in the hearts 
of our own children.”’ 

The rebuilding of the house, and tht opening 
of a Boarding School, was fully united with by 
the Yearly Meeting, and the Committee author- 
ized to proceed at once to rebuild the house and 
make the necessary arrangements for opening 
the School, whenever the sum of $30,000 or up- 
wards, on reliable subscription, shall have been 
secured. 

It is stated by the Committee, that “ As there 
had been no fire in the house for some weeks, 
except a small fire, several days previous, made 
in the cooking-range in the basement, not at all 
connected with the part where the fire was first 
discovered, which was in the fourth story, we 
have no reason to conjecture as to the cause of 
the fire, which in a few hours reduced the build- 
ing to a mass of ruins, but that it was the work 
of an incendiary. Under this impression the 
Committee offered a reward of $1,000 for the ap- 
prehension and conviction of the perpetrator.” 

According to the Statistical Report, the num- 
ber of members of Ohio Yearly Meeting is 
3194; added by convincement during the past 
year, 206. 

According to the Report of the Freedmen’s 
Committee, ‘‘ In view of the provisions made by 
the State of Mississippi for the education of the 
colored children, and the difficulty of securing 
the funds necessary for defraying the expenses 
of our school at Jackson, the Committee are 
united in judgment that it is not best to attempt 
to maintain a school there the approaching win- 
ter; that the Treasurer be authorized to loan the 
funds in his hands for the present, and the Com- 
mittee authorized to rent our school and dwelling- 
houses for the coming winter if opportunity of- 
fers.” 

Circular of the Missionary Board of Ohio 
Meeting of Friends.—“ Feeling that the Church 
has need of the exercise of all the spiritual gifts 
of her living members in the contest against sin, 
the Yearly Meeting has appointed a Missionary 
Board to give aid and encouragement to those 
engaged in the different fields of missionary 
labor 
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“We therefore earnestly recommend to our 
members the prayerful consideration of this sub- 


ject, and to inquire, ‘ Lord, what wilt Thou have | 
me to do?’ and enter without delay upon the | 
work, and labor faithfully to bring souls to} 


Christ, and advance the cause of Temperance, 
and relieve suffering humanity. 

“We desire all to keep memoranda of their 
labor, and meet frequently in their different lo- 
calities, for earnest prayer and counsel, and re- 
port quarterly to the Corresponding Secretary, 
that the Board may be advised of the progress of 
the work, and a correct account rendered to the 
Yearly Meeting annually.” 


Queries to be answered Quarterly.—1. What 
number of devotional meetings have been held, 
and what are the results? 2. Number of meet- 
ings held for Bible or tract reading? 3. Number 
of pages of tracts distributed? 4. Number of 
Mission Scripture Schools under our care? 5. 
Average attendance? 6. How long sustained ? 
7. Number of Teachers in Mission Schools? 
8. Number of destitute relieved ? 9. Number of 
families visited for their help and encourage- 
ment? 10. Number of prisons and chraritable 
institutions visited? 11. Number of Temper- 
ance meetings held? 12. What other Temper- 
ance work done? 13. Are any Friends impli- 
cated in the manufacture or sale of spirituous or 
fermented liquors? 14. How many use either as 
a beverage? 15. How many use tobacco? 16. 
What labor among the Freedmen? 17. What 
Foreign Missionary work done? 18. What 
amount of money expended ? 


From the Report of the Women’s Yearly 
Meeting we extract the following Minute of Ad- 
vice : 


“We have been largely blessed with the 
st of the word in demonstration of the 


pirit and of power. And we believe much good | 


has been done in the name of the Holy Child 
Jesus. Will you not unite with us in praising 
God for His wonderful works to the children of 
men ? 

“The business of the church has been trans- 
acted in great harmony and love. As the state 
of Society has been brought before us, many 
subjects of great importance have claimed ‘our 
attention. Much tender counsel and encourage- 
ment has been extended to mothers and daugh- 
ters. As we would have the children earl 
brought to the Lord Jesus, we should be careful 
to ‘forbid them not,’ by word or action incon- 
sistent with Christian deportment. Mothers were 
tenderly entreated to unite with their children in 
prayer for the forgiveness of sin and _heart- 
cleansing. We are not to be discouraged if we 
do not immediately see the fruits of our labors. 
Delayed answers to prayer are a sore test of 
faith ; but we should not fail to trust Him who 
sees the end from the beginning, and is faithful 
to that committed to His care. And by a full 
surrender of all to the Lord we shall come on be- 
lieving ground, so that we can claim the fulfill- 
ment of His own precious promise, ‘ Whatso- 
ever things ye desire when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.’ 


“Our neighbor's children are as precious to | 


God as our own, and we should be equally con= 
cerned for them. 


‘* Daughters were exhorted to remember the 
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| first command with promise, ‘ Honor thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may he long in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.’ 
And if they would spare themselves much regret 
in after years, for wasted time and influence ex- 
| erted for evil instead of good, they were tenderly 
admonished to give attention to parental counsel, 
and cause their parents to rejoice in seeing them 
yield their hearts to the Lord and themselves 
wholly to His service. 

“A very precious exercise was felt for those 
who had but recently given themselves to the 
Lord, desiring that it might be an entire surren- 
der, and that they would continue to experience 
salvation by a life of ‘looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith ;’ for only thus 
'can we find continual deliverance from sin and 
power for service. 

“United testimony was given in favor of a 


5 |free Gospel ministry, and the meeting decided 


| unanimously in favor of so answering this query, 
instead of against a ‘hireling ministry.’ 
“Punctuality in a// our engagements was con- 
sidered included in the query on this subject—in 
regard to observing the time appointed to meet 
on Committee or at Meeting, as well as pecuniary 
obligations. 
| “Ttis of great importance that, in this day of 
| awakening, knowledge should keep pace with 
| zeal, and that in order that neither we, nor our 
children, be carried about by every wind of doc- 
| trine, the érue doctrines of the Gospel of Christ 
| should be thoroughly taught. 
| ‘May all faithfully use the talents committed 
|tothem. Whether much or little, there is need 
of all. Let none say, ‘The Lord hath no need 
|of me.’ The smallest service done for Him He 
| will own and bless, and we should esteem it a 
| great privilege to be used of the Lord in the 
| humblest way. 
‘‘A deep interest has been felt at this time 
| that we as a church may be fully imbued with a 
missionary spirit, diligently and faithfully labor- 
|ing in all departments thereof, both home and 
|foreign. A Missionary Board has been ap- 
pointed, and we trust the interest and talents of 
many of the dear youth may be enlisted and de- 
veloped in this work, to the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls. 

“The Temperance cause has been felt to be of 
the greatest importance, and as a church we are 
not laboring in proportion to the great interests 
involved. Never was there greater need for 
every one to be doing all in their power to stay 
this gigantic evil. 

“ The Sabbath-school we again commend to the 
attention of all our members, asking your hearty 
co-operation therein. A prayerful and diligent 

| study of the Bible is all important for growth in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. We should constantly seek 
to become more and more thoroughly acquainted 
| with the blessed ti: uths contained therein. Let none 
neglect the daily reading of them to their fami- 
les, attended with a devotional season. In pro- 
portion to our opportunities will be our responsl- 
bility. This is a day of great blessing; where 
/much is given, much will be required.” 
Concluding Minute —‘‘And now, as we sepa- 
rate, we desire gratefully toacknowledge our great 
obligations to Him who has signally and marvel- 
| lous y blessed us during the various sessions % 
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this Meeting. He has blessed the provision of| N. Y.; commencing at Friends’ Meeting-house, in 
Zion to the supply of our needs, so that we go to | Queensbury, immediately following Saratoga Quarterly 
our homes strengthened and refreshed. The | Meeting, which occurs the 2oth and 21st of Eleventh 
business of the meeting has been transacted in | month. On behalf of Y. M. Committee, 

much harmony and love. Many, both older and | Emmor HAIngs, Clerk. 
younger, have realized that every heart must be 

cleansed by the precious blood of Christ; that ee 


each needs a righteousness not her own, and that | BIENNIAL FIRST-DAY SCHOOL CONFER- 
all are alike dependant on the same power to ENCE OF FRIENDS IN \MERICA 
keep us from day today. We have been more me r% ees co 
closely bound together than ever before in a one-| The Eighth Biennial First-day School Conference of 
ness of experience and the cementing unity of | Friends in America will be held in Friends’ Meeting- 
the Spirit. Hearts that had never surrendered to | house on Twelfth street, Philadelphia, commencing on 




































Christ have at this time experienced forgiveness 
of sins, and others deliverance from inward cor- | 
ruption through the love of the Spirit and belief | 
of the truth. May we add to the consciousness of 
our own helplessness an abiding and unwavering 
trust in Him ‘ who is able and faithful to keep’ 
that which we have committed to Him; who so} 


Sixth-day, Eleventh month 12th, and continuing by 
adjournment until Third-day, the 16th, inclusive. 


By order of the Executive Committee, 


Josuua L, Baty, Chairman. 
PaILADELPHIA, Eleventh mo, 8th, 1875. 








loved the church that He gave Himself for it, : 

that He might present it to Himself—a glorious | CORRES PON DENCH. 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing, but that it should be holy and without) —— 
blemish. To Him do we ascribe blessing and 
honor, dominion and power.” 











New GarpDeEN, N. C., Eleventh month 5th, 1875. 


Dear Friend :—Owing to steady and long 
‘continued rain this morning, our Yearly 
Mission WorK IN Mexico.—Micajah M. Bin- | Meeting opened with a much smaller number 
ford, who has been, with his wife, for some time|in attendance than usual, but He who has 
engaged with S. A. and G. Purdie at Matamoras, | graciously promised to be in the midst of the 
in their arduous and self-sacrificing labors, is| a ~ gather Se has te & won- 
now in Philadelphia. Those who desire to con- | @@T'U! Manner veri mS to-cey, ae Eee 
tribute means to sustain this work, may have the | fested Himeelf ey = breaking of Pee 
opportunity of doing so through him. Our| the satisfying of the hungry. ec - 
readers need scarcely be reminded of the im anointed messengers from other Yearly Meet- 

; y “|ings are acceptably with us, viz.: Stanley 
portance of doing all that the Lord enables us to | Pumphrey, a minister from England ; Hazael 
do, indirectly if we cannot directly, to promote | D. Green, Joshua Trueblood, Isaiah Peele, 
the spread of Gospel enlightenment in that long| Nathan H. Ballenger and wife Margaret, 
priest-ridden land. 'Mary Roberts, Charles S. Hubbard, Nathan 
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DIED. 


BATTIN.—At his residence, in Salem, Columbiana 
Co., Ohio, on the 16th of Ninth month, 1875, John 
Battin, in the 76th year of his age; a beloved member 
and Elder of Salem Monthly Meeting, Ohio. Hibs daily 
walk was a living testimony to the efficacy of divine 
grace ; and during his last illness he often expressed an 
entire resignation to the divine will, having an assur- 
ance that the everlasting arms were underneath to sus- 
tain him ; his close was peaceful. 


PRICE.—At his residence, in Minneapolis, Minn., on 
the 18th of Tenth mo., 1875, Rice Price, inthe 82d year 
of his age ; an esteemed member and Elder of Minneapo- 
lis Monthly Meeting of Friends, Minn. He was a life- 
long, earnest, devoted Friend and Christian, and his ex- 
ample leaves a sweet savor behind him. During a pe- 
nod of several years before his death he was an invalid, 
and at times a great sufferer, and was able to attend 
meeting but seldom during the last five or six years of 
us life; yet through all, he manifested a quiet resigna- 
ton to our Heaveuly Father’s will anda firm trust in 
the mercy of God. 


T. and Esther Frame, from Indiana Yearly 
Meeting; Rachel J. Hester and Aaron 
Cosand, from Western Yearly Meeting ; Cath- 
arine Hammer, from Kansas Yearly Meeting; 
Julia Aun McCool and Louisa Painter, from 
Iowa Yearly Meeting; ministers with certifi- 
cates, and several other dear servants without 
minutes who are welcomed amongst us. 
Seventh-day evening, 6th of the month. 

To-day was fair, and our numbers were 
much increased, and certificates were received 
aod read for Thomas Miller, a minister from 
Indiana Yearly Meeting, and for Thomas 
Armstrong and companion, Hiram Hadley, 
David T. Newsom and wife, Lydia J., as 
companion, from Western Yearly Meeting; 
for Melissa Hill and companion, Thos, H 
Hill, from Iowa Yearly Meeting. 

Epistles from all the Yearly Meetings of 
Friends except Philadelphia were received 


|and read, and upon the reading of them, and 


Asseries of Meetings under the care of the Yearly | 
s Committee on General Meetings, is appointed | 


© be held in Queensbury and Moreau, Saratoga Co., 


from listening to the many precious testimo- 
nies borne by the servants of the Lord, our 
hearts burned within us, and the baptizing 
power of the Lord was felt to cement our 
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hearts together in the bond of Christian love; mana he was a decided opposer to the false 
and fellowship. In love I remain thy friend, | doctrines of the Greek Church, on which ac- 
IsHam Cox. | count he had to suffer a great deal. 
Two years ago I engaged Muallim Semaan 
The Review of Tenth month 30th gave the as teacher of our Brumana boys’ school. For 
names of the committee to attend the Biennial the first year he worked faithfully at the 
Conference, which was entirely incorrect. | school in teaching, but the second year he de- 
We wish the proper names. They are: sired to go among the people to preach the 
Daniel Hill, Dr. Dougan Clark, M. M. White, Gospel, to which £ gladly agreed. He taught 
Charles W. Osborn, Henry C. Aydelotte, Asa the people by conversation as well as by 
Baldwin, Timothy Nicholson, Elkanah Beard, | specially preaching the salvation which is 
Miriam A. Maxwell, Martha Valentine, Mary | only in Jesus Christ, and proved himself both 
Sutton, Charlotte Davis, Mary Ann Evans, | in words and conduct a true, faithful, humble, 
Irena Beard. They were appointed by the! and sincere Protestant Christian. 
Indiana Yearly Meeting, held at Richmond,| I loved him dearly on this account, but he 
Tenth month 4th, 1875. On behalf of the | was so hated by all his relations that he long 
Executive Committee on First-day Schools, | ago left the Greek Church. 
H. M. Jonnson. He was known as a Protestant in the whole 
| district, and declared himself publicly as such. 
—— = | He preached as a Protestant minister, and he 
From The Monthly Record. | was also persecuted as a Protestant. 
TO THE COMMITTEE OF FRIENDS’ About three months ago he fell sick, and in 
SY RIAN MISSION. \spite of all medicine his sickness daily took 
My dear beloved Friends: —You well | # more serious turn, so that I had but little 
know that when the Gospel truth is pro-| hope for his earthly life. 
claimed in a dark and superstitious country,, On the 17th of this month he sent for me 
it will create great excitement and opposition, | t0 pray with him, after which he made his 
It was so in the time of the Apostles, and has !ast will, in which he decidedly expressed 
been up to the present time, and so it is at| that he desired to die an Evangelical Protes- 
this very place just now. tant Christian, and to be buried accordingly in 
A new opposition and persecution have | Our new Protestant burial-ground, by side of 
arisen within the last few days at Brumana_) his dear children, who were buried there, one 
against our Mission. in October of last year, and the other in May 
I beg and entreat of you to listen to this | of this year. a) oA } 
my letter, because, next to my Heavenly He also entrusted his little infant son, of 
Father, I have nobody to appeal to, other | Seven months old, to me, with all that he pos- 
than to yourselves and the whole Society of | sessed of earthly things, which, however, 18 
Friends. but little indeed. All this was written down, 
I am not one who delights in constantly | sealed by his own sealing-ring, and witnessed 
stating complaint after complaint ; my natural , by seven witnesses, who signed their names at 
disposition is rather to suffer patiently than the end of the writing. 
to Scales complaining, but in the present Muallim Semaan said further, “ Now my 
case of religious persecution I am not able to | Soul is going to Jesus! I am ready to depart 
be silent, for if I could hold my peace even from this wicked world, to be with my Sa- 
the stones would ery out on account of the Viour; please pray with me!” After the 
cruel injustice which has been done to me and prayer he asked us to sing to him—“Joy- 
to the Evangelical church at Brumana within fully, joyfully, onward we move; onward to 
the last few days. meet the dear Saviour we love ”—in Arabic. 
Some of you know from my letters, as well | Dear Muallim! I watched him closely from 
as by my conversations with you last year, that time, and prayed often with him. He 
something about my faithful helper, Muallim | gTew gradually weaker, but had his full rea- 
Semaan. son to the last. 
Muallim Semaan was one of the first trae, On the 20th of this month he called for me 
and devoted Protestants of Brumana. often, asking me to pray with him. I saw 
He was educated at the Abieh school of that his life was drawing to its close, and that 
Dr. Calhoun, where he received his first this would be his last day in this world. He 
Evangelistic principles, and where he began said, “Be glad, for there is great joy and 
to love Jesus sincerely. He was already ad-| great glory! Oh, how delightful it is to go 
vanced in age when he left school, and came | ‘0 heaven! How wonderful it is there! Be 
to his native village—Brumana—where he glad with me!” His countenance was like an 
desired to do something in the Lord’s work. #™gel’s and beamed with heavenly peace rest- 
He then got engaged as a teacher under Eli-| ing upon him. The people were solemnly af- 
jah Saleeby, and even before I came to Bru-| fected, and I told them, “ You now see how 


Eleventh month 2d, 1875. 
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beautiful it is to behuld the departure of this | 
faithful servant, who trusts and rests fully in| 
Jesus.” But what followed? Muallim’s fa- 


ell, from Sweden ; M. F. Knobel, from Swit- 
zerland ; Theophilus Waldmeier, and all the 


native Protestants, went together to the house 
natical brother Chalil, who has no idea of the | where Muallim Semaan had died, and when 


religion which made his brother so happy, jall the people were gathered together we 
brought the Greek priest, Danius, to perform | declared in a friendly way that Maullim 
a prayer over poor Muallim Semaan. When|Semaan had died as a Protestant, be- 
Muallim Seemaan saw the Greek priest|/ fore which he had made his will, and 
he said to me, “They have brought this| had expressed his desire distinctly and re- 
Greek priest against my will. I do not like! peatedly that Theophilus Waldmeier should 
such things; take him away. I do not wish| bury his body. The brothers and others of 
to see the Greek priest here, because I am his fanatical relations, together with the 
now a Protestant Christian! Let all the peo-| Greek and Maronite priests, replied, saying, 
ple know I am a true Christian. Jesus is my “ We cannot allow you to bury Muallim Se- 
portion.” maan, because he died asa Greek Christian, in 
A man named George Aid asked Muallim,| consequence of which we shall bury him in 
“To whose hands will you commend your) our own churchyard.” 
body—into Mr. Waldmeier’s hands, or into| In order to prevent any further confusion 
the hands of the Greek priest, Danius?’”’|we bade them “ good-night,” and then went 
Muallim replied, “My body I give to Mr. | away. 
Waldmeier.” Twice he was asked the question,, We tried to carry out the will of the de- 
and twice he returned the same answer, which | ceased, and wrote a letter to the Governor of 
all the people present heard distinctly. Meten, who sent word that the body of Mual- 

The fanatical brother took his place near to| lim Semaan should not be buried until a 
Muallim, who, when he saw Chalil, looked | thorough examination had taken place about 
very sharply upon him, and said, “Chalil, | the slieien of Muallim Semaan. The ex- 
you belong to the Greek Church, but I belong | amination was made, and two expositors were 
to the true Protestant Church of Christ.” sent to the Governor, one from one side giving 
After this Chalil got in an excited fury, and | the full truth as witnessed by many witness- 
troubled his poor dying brother greatly by | es, and another was presented by our oppo- 
saying, “ You are not a Protestant; you are a sers. The Governor had to decideabout the mat- 
Greek, and the priest shall bury you, not Mr. | ter, but alas! before the matter was decided 
Waldmeier.” hen Muallim heard this his the Greek and Maronite priests took the body 
soul was fearfully grieved, and gathering up| away by force, carried it openly through the 
his remaining strength, said, “I am no longer | village into the Greek church, and then to 
a Greek, but a Protestant Christian. I do | their adjoining churchyard, where they buried 
not wish to be buried by the Greek priest.”| the remains amid fearful tumult and dis- 
His brother replied in anger, “I do not allow | order. 
you to die as a Protestant; you are a Greek!| This is the end of the story. Now you can 
ru are a Greek! you are a Greek!” Poor| easily imagine what terror this act of force 

uallim could no longer endure the cruel| and injustice has produced upon the other 
treatment, and shortly breathed his last. members of our little church. 

Then Chalil said to the priest,“ Pleasetopray| It is not on account of the handful of dust, 
over and anoint him.” The Greek priest then | which, indeed, can be buried anywhere: that 
commenced his performances, and great con-| does not matter so very much. I did not 
fusion followed. Chalil began to throw away | come up to this dark, fanatical place to save 
our Bible, and to scold in most dreadful |the dead bodies of the people. No! but I 
manner. came to this place in order to be instrument- 

After being assured that dear Muallim’s ally used in my Heavenly Father’s hand in 
spirit had really passed away, I declared the| saving immortal souls. We are now at rest 
will of Muallim Semaan, referring to the| upon one point, and may rejoice indeed, be- 
burial of his body, but Chalil stormed in the | cause I feel so perfectly sure that dear Mual- 
wildest manner, and said, “ Let all the Prot-| lim Semaan’s soul is safe with Jesus for ever 
estants go out from this room. If they re-| and ever. 
main here we shall beat and kill them on the; But it is on account of order and princi- 
spot.” In order to prevent any accident from | ples, which must be also regarded, and the 
his fury in the wild confusion, we went away | will of a dying man to be carried out faith- 
for a time, but, after about two hours, John fully, that our brethren here are now so much 
Effendy Abecrous, Chancellor of the English | afraid, because they say, “If we die, it may 
Consul-General at Beyrout; the Rev. Soin | be thus to us and ours. The Greek and Mar- 

ae, Superintendent of the Scotch Lebanon | onite priests will come and pray over us by 
School; William Staiger, Director of the/| force, and with force they will bury our dead 
Scotch School at Beyrout; Rev. William Tor-|in their churchyards, which is against our 
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will even to think of.” Now, what shall I, 
what can I do in this case, and in other cases 
of opposition, intoleration and persecution? 


You see that these people are allowing them- | 


secured Ishak’s salary for four months, two 

of which he has been already at work. 
About the funds for the two schools men- 

tioned in dear Eli Jones’ letter, we can speak 


selves more and more to trouble us. What-| when we have the pleasure of meeting. 


ever any liar may choose to say against us is 
accepted by the Maronite government. Our 
opposers can easily engage all evil elements, 
however cruel and unjust they may be, against 
us; but we, as true and simple Christians, 
cannot engage with anything but the truth. 
We also cannot swear with oath, but they 


swear at any instant with all readiness, | 


whether true or false, just or unjust. 

By the next mail I shall send you a memo- 
randum of all that has passed in these last 
few days, signed by a number of respectable 
gentlemen who were on the spot when the 
injustice and confusion took place; but that 
you may know something about it before- 
hand, I write this hasty letter. Something 
must be done, or our lives will soon be en- 
daugered amongst these evil-doers, and not 
ours alone, but that of every one who is 
openly confessing Jesus Christ as the sole 
Mediator and Saviour; and if any one of us 
or of our native Christian community should 
die, the priests may come with any invented 
lie and falsehood, saying this or that until they 
can take off the dead body into their church 
by force. Now, what shall be done? 

We are anxiously awaiting the visit of our 
beloved friend Eli Jones. We shall have 
much to arrange and take counsel about in 
many important things. I have to acknowl- 


edge a letter from Eli Jones, bearing date | 


10th of Ninth month; and other two letters 
from dear Alfred Fox, dated 6th and 10th of 
Ninth month, Many thanks for them all, 
each containing much of interest to me, but 
I have not time enough more fully to answer 
them now. 

It was remarkable that just at the very 
moment when the wicked people had taken 


The examination of the beating of Ibrahim 
Saab has taken place, and I think it is bona 
fide, but the Beit Miry man who was impri- 
soned has not turned out so well, because the 
priest and the Governor made him afraid. 

We are all, 1 am thankful to say, quite well 
in health. Our schools and other mission 
work are getting on satisfactorily, on which 
account we are all the more hated and per- 
secuted, but we trust in our Heavenly Father 
still. He will fight for us. 

Cholera bas passed, there is no longer the 
great fear about it. Continue to pray for us, 
as we do for our beloved friends. 


Yours affectionately in Jesus, 
THEOPHILUS WALDMEIER. 
Brumana, Mount Lebanon, 22nd 9th month, 1875, 


—-oe —____ 


GREAT TREES. 


Sequoia Sempervirens.—At a recent meet- 
ing of the California Academy of Sciences, 
Dr. A. W. Saxe made a preliminary report 
on a grove of colossal redwood trees that have 
been discovered on the course of the San 
Lorenzo, which takes its rise near Saratoga, 
in Santa Clara County, and debouches into 
the Bay of Monterey, at Santa Cruz. The 
| trees are in a forest around the head- waters 
of the stream. One of them eclipses all that 
| have been discovered on the Pacific Coast. 





Its circumference as high as a man can reach, 
| standing and passing a tape line around, is 4 
'few inches less than one hundred and fifty 
feet. This is beyond the measurement of any 
of the Sequoias (gigantea) in the Calaveras 
Grove. The height is estimated at one hun- 


away dear Muallim’s dead body by force,/dred and sixty feet, and a part of the top 
and whilst passing my house, I received the) lying on the ground, riven off by lightning, 
letter from dear Eli Jones, asking what would|or a tornado, is over one hundred feet in 
be needful for M.8.’s support until the end} length. The other trees in the vicinity are 
of this year, He does no more need anything | not as large, but all are of immense girth. 
here below ; but I would be glad, in his place,| Dr. Saxe promised to get information more 
to speak for another worker who has likewise} in detail from the*President of a flume com- 
been very helpful to our mission. I believe) pany in that section. 

I have mentioned him before. Muallim Ishak} This region has but recently been explored, 
is the individual named, and he needs help| and what other marvels of vegetation it cot- 
whilst devoting his time and services to us.| tains, remains to be seen. The stumps of 
I really do not know how I could have got| redwood trees of immense proportions have 
through the accumulation of so much work} been reported, from time to time, to the 
upon me, if I had not had M. Ishak’s assist- | Academy, by explorers in the Mt. Diablo 
ance—additionally needed since losing our | range along the hills back of Oakland, but 
willing-hearted young friend, George Hessen- | now we are likely to have further discoveries 
auer, who, we trust, is gaining good fur him-| of these majestic conifers in all their glory, 
self and others in the future, wherever his lot | height, diameter and foliage—R. E. C. 8. ™ 
may be cast. My friends in Switzerland have! American Naturalist. 
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From The British Friend. 


CONCERNING GROANING, 
SINGING. 


SIGHING, AND 


Dear Friend.—The difficulty in under- | 
standing the proceedings at Bury General 
Meeting seems to me to lie in a nut-shell. 

Absent Friends are apt to confuse “ prin- 
ciple” and “practice.” The former is un- 
changeable, the latter, though rooted in the) 
former, varies much according to the laborer, | 
the class of labor called for, and the states of 
those amongst whom it is performed. 

I write mainly to call attention to an | 
epistle written in 1765—“ At a solemn gene-| 
ral meeting of many faithful Friends and | 
Brethren concerned in the public labor of the | 
Gospel, and service of the Church of Christ | 
from the most parts of the nations,” and| 
signed by eighty-four leading Friends of that 
day, including W. Penn, G. Whitehead, and 
A. Rigg. 

These, being “ deeply sensible of the sorrow | 
and suffering that have come upon the Church 
of Christ in several places by reason of several | 
disorderly proceedings of some professing the 
Truth,” “in the name and counsel of God,” | 
hereby signify their sense, advice, and judg- | 
ment, concerning various things under twelve | 
headings. 

The 4th is “ Concerning Sighing, Groaning, | 
and Singing, in the Church,” and is as fol-| 
lows :—“ It hath been and is our living sense | 
and constant testimony according to our ex- | 

rience of the divers operations of the| 

pirit and Power of God in His Church, that 
there hath been, and is serious sighing, sen-| 
sible groaning, and reverent singing, breath-| 
ing forth an heavenly sound of joy with| 
Grace, with the Spirit, and with understand- | 
ing in blessed unity with the Brethren, while 
they are in the public labor and service of 
the Gospel, whether by preaching, praying, 
or praising God, in the same power and 

spirit, and all to edification and comfort in 
the Church of Christ, which therefore is not 

to be quenched or discouraged by any. But 

where any do or shall abuse the power of 
God, or are immoderate, or do either in imi- 

tation, which rather burdens than edifies; 

such ought to be privately admonished unless 

rebellious: for the life, spirit, and power, is 

risen in the Church, which doth distinguish 
and has power accordingly to judge.” 

This seems to me a satisfactory conclusion 
tothe matter, and one that my dear friend | 
8. A. Maw, and, I trust, those dear friends 
who mistake us, can, I believe, accept.—Thy | 
friend, truly, JosEPH J. NEAVE. 

Roman Lonpoy.—John W. Forney writes | 
an interesting letter from London on discoveries | 
made there recently while workmen were | 


_ eae : : 
making deep excavations for the foundations 


of the National Safe Deposit Building. The 


| relics are supposed to be nineteen hundred 


years old, the date being fixed by the seventy 
specimens of coin found in the ruins of “ Ro- 
man London.” The articles found besides 
the coins consist of red glazed pottery, 
decorated with figures of birds, animals and 
foliage; Roman-British specimens of urns 
like those now in use, a large number of 
specimens of the instrument called the stylus, 
with which the Romans did their writing, a 


| variety of knives, daggers, keys, bolts, bronze 


ornaments for the person, bronze egg spoons, 
chain work, &c., and fragments of glass, 
wooden spindles, horse hair, chisels, and other 
iron tools, sandals, shoes, &c. 


CALLED ASIDE. 


“T have somewhat to say unto thee.” 


Called aside,— 
From the glad working of thy busy life, 
From the world’s ceaseless stir of care and strife, 
Into the shade and stillness by thy heavenly Guide, 
For a brief space thou hast been called aside. 
Lonely hours 
Thou hast spent, weary on a couch of pain, 
Watching the golden sunshine and the falling rain ; 
Hours, whose sad length only to Him was known, 
Who trod a sadder pathway, dark and lone. 
Laid aside ;— 
May not the little cup of suffering be 
A loving one of blessing given to thee? 
The cross of chastening sent thee from above 
By Him who bore the cross, whose name is love. 
Called aside ;— 
Hast thou no memories of that “little while ?’’ 
No sweet remembrance of thy Father’s smile ? 
No hidden thoughts that wrapped thee in their hold 
Of Him who did such light and grace unfold ? 
Called aside ;— 
Perhaps into the desert garden dim, 
And yet not lone, when thou hast been with Him, 
And heard His voice in sweetest accents say, 
*« Child, wilt thou not with Me this still hour stay ?” 
Called aside ;— 
In hidden paths with Christ thy Lord to tread, 
Deeper to drink at the sweet Fountain Head ; 
Closer in fellowship with Him to roam, 
Nearer perchance to feel thy heavenly home. 
Called aside ;— 
O, knowledge deeper grows with Him alone, 
In secret oft His deeper love is shown, 
And learnt in many an hour of dark distress 
Some rare, sweet lesson of His tenderness. 
Called aside i— 
We thank Thee for the stillness and the shade ; 
We thank Thee for the hidden paths Thy love hath 
made, 
And, so that we have wept and watched with Thee, 
We thank Thee for our dark Gethsemane. 


Called aside ;— 


| O, restful thought,—He doeth all things well,— 
| O, blessed sense, with Christ alone to dwell: 


So, in the shadow of Thy cross to hide, 
We thank Thee, Lord, to have been called aside. 
LETA. 
(London Friend.) 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European dates are to the 
9th inst, 

GREAT BRITAIN.—The King and Queen of Den 
mark, with a daughter, arrived in England on the 2nd 
inst. on a visit to their daughter, the Princess of Wales. 

The Pall Mail Gazette has been authorized to an- 


nounce that the recent circular of the Admiralty rela- | 


tive to fugative slaves will be withdrawn and new in- 
structions issued. 

The bullion in the Bank of England decreased £365- 
ooo during the week ending with the 4thinst. On the 
3rd, the rate of discount in the open market for three 
months’ bills was 3 per cent., which was I per cent. 
below the Bank of England rate. 

The Faraday recovered both ends of the broken Di- 
rect Cable on the Ist inst., and buoyed them close to- 
gether. A dispatch from the Superintendent on the 


4th announced that the cable had been successfully re- | 
paired. It was found, after 15 months’ submersion, in 


as good condition as when first manufactured. The 
fracture, which was found in 70 fathoms of water, was 
such as would be caused by an anchor or a grapnel. 
In resuming business, the tariff by this cable is stated 
to be 75 cents in gold per word. 

FRANCE.—The Assembly met again after its long ad- 
journment, on the 4th inst. One of its first acts was 
the unanimous adoption of Buffet’s motion to discuss 


the electoral bill on the 8th. Between the second and | 


third readings of that bill, the motion to raise the state 
of siege is to be discussed. The Duke D’Audiffret Pas- 
quier was elected President of the Assembly, by a com- 
bination of the Left and a portion of the Right. In 


the debate on the electoral bill, on the 8th, it was de- | 


cided by a vote of 684 against 4, that two years’ resi- 


dence in one place should be required as a qualifica- | 


tion for an elector. An amendment enabling half- 


yearly residents to vote was referred to a committee, as | 


it was stated that a compilation of the lists of such 


electors would delay the elections from the 12th to the 


4th month, and was adopted on the gth. 


The harbor of Boulogne has been closed by the sink- | 
ing of a steamer at its entrance, which it is estimated | 
will cause a daily loss of $8000 to fishermen alone, be- | 


sides the stoppage of trade at that port. 


BELGIUM.—lIt is expected that in the session of the | 
Chambers beginning on the gth inst., the government | 
will submit a measure increasing the number of mem- | 
bers of the Senate and Lower House, in proportion to 


the increase of population which has taken place. 


SPAIN.—An official dispatch from Gen. Martinez-Cam- | 
pos has been published at Madrid, saying that the last of | 
the Carlist forces in Catalonia, to the number of 68®, in- 


cluding six commanders, have asked for amnesty ; and 


the pacification of that province is therefore reported to 
be complete. Gen. Saballs, one of the Carlist com- 
manders, who had taken refuge in France, having re- 
turned to Spain, has been arrested by the Carlists, and 
it is said that he and Gen. Dorregaray are to be tried 
by court-martial for the late disasters to their cause in 


Catalonia. 


PrussiA.—Several members of the Cathedral Chap- 


RusstA.—Russian correspondents of German papers 
give distressing accounts of the failure of this year’s 
harvest, which is said to be the most general ever 
known, both in geographical extent and in regard to the 
crops affected. The whole cultivated zone, and all 
crops, have suffered. 

AFRICA.—The French government is about organi- 
zing an exploring expedition, under the lead of Ensign 
de Brazza-Savorgnan, to be sent to the interior of 
Africa, near the equator. Entering from the western 
coast, either by the Gaboon or the Congo river, the 
| attempt will be made to cross Central Africa to the 
| basin of the White Nile. 

Inp1A.—The British steamer with the Prince of 
Wales and his suite, arrived at Bombay on the 7th inst. 
The civil, military and municipal authorities, and a 
number of native dignitaries, welcomed the Prince on 
his landing, and his reception by the people was en- 
thusiastic. 

The British Resident Commissioner at Perak, on the 
Straits of Malacca, has been murdered by Malays, and 
| the latest reports were that the natives were besieging 
the residency at that place, and that their ruler was col- 
lecting a force to attempt to expel the English from the 
country. 

JAPAN.—The National Assembly has forbidden the 
torture of prisoners, whether untried or tried; a prac- 
tice which has heretofore been common, for the pur- 
pose of forcing confession. Trial by jury has been es- 
tablished. 

CuInA.—The difficulty with Great Britain, which at 
one time appeared to threaten war, has been adjusted. 
The Chinese government has consented to send a 
| political mission to England, with a letter to the Queen, 
containing an apology for the past action complained of ; 
a commission is to be sent to inquire into the circumstan- 
ces of the murder ofa British traveller in one of the prov- 
inces; a line of communication is to be opened con- 
necting Hindoostan, Burmah and China ; and foreigners 
and foreign trade are to be treated in a just and liberal 
spirit. 

P AUSTRALIA.—An exhibition has been opened at 
Melbourne, of products and manufactures from the five 
| colonies of Australia and from Tasmania, from which 








| a selection isto be made to be sent to the Exhibition at 
| Philadelphia next year. The catalogue of this exhibi- 
tion, it is stated, makes nearly 400 pages, and contains 
| 4,892 separate numbers, giving interesting evidence 
both of the natural resources and the developed industry 
of the colonies. 

DomgEstic.—The new Constitution of Alabama has 
a provision that all banks organized in the State must 
| have a specie basis, and their notes must be redeemed 
| in gold and silver. Suspension of specie payments is 
| forbidden ; bank charters are granted only for 20 years, 
land the loaning of State or municipal credit is pro- 
hibited. 
| A vessel which arrived on the 8th inst. at Port 
| Townsend, Washington Territory, picked up, 20 miles 
from Cape Flattery, a part of the pilot house of a 
gteamer, with one man upon it, who supposed himself 
to be the sole survivor from the steamer Pacific, of the 


ter of Colonge have given formal notice that they will | line between Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, and San 


submit to the authority of the government. It is said | Francisco. The vessel left Victoria on the 4th, and st 


that a majority refused to endorse the Archbishop’s pro- 


test against his expulsion from his palace. 


A recent Berlin dispatch in the London Morning 


| 8p. M. of that day, either ran upon a rock or collided 
with another vessel, and sank about 40 miles south of 
| Cape Flattery. The rescued man was too much ex- 


Post says that the depression of trade is felt so keenly | hausted to give full particulars, having floated 36 hours 


by the industrial classes that the government has been 


| on the fragment of the wreck, but he said that the boat 


asked, as a means of preventing acute distress, to resort |in which he and a number of others were, including 


to a measure successfully adopted during the last two 
wars, the establishment of loan banks. The govern- 
ment has not shown much inclination to accede to this 
request. Serious distress is apprehended among the 
working classes, the coming winter, and a financial 


crisis also is feared. 


several women, was swamped, and he believed other 
| boats met the same fate, while some could not be 
launched. He saw three rafis during the time he was 
on the wreck, but knew not what became of them. 
Nearly 200 persons in all are believed to have been on 
the steamer at the time of its loss. 





